Summary

Meeting of the Initiative Group

On the Organization of the International Conference on


Social Welfare for Holocaust Survivors and Other Victims of Nazi Persecution

15 December 2014

Present:

1) Avi Weber, Legal Advisor; Ministry of Senior Citizens, Israel
2) Matthias Heinz, Head of Economic Section; Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Prague 
3) Hugo Ben Simhon, press assistant of the First secretary, Embassy of the French Republic, Prague 
4) Gabriel Mareş, First Secretary; Embassy of Romania, Prague
5) Tomas Kafka, Director of the Central European Department; Ministry of Foreign Affairs  of the Czech Republic
6) Josef Hlobil, Secretary of the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Rudolf Jindrak; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic
7) Felix Kolmer, Vice-President; Auschwitz Committee

8) Jiri Cistecky, Representative to ESLI; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

9) Halyna Senyk, Executive Director; European Shoah Legacy Institute, Prague
10) Anezka Nekovarova, Event Manager; European Shoah Legacy Institute, Prague
11) Petra Seidlova, Project Manager; European Shoah Legacy Institute, Prague
Government sponsorship: The meeting was opened by Mr. Tomas Kafka, who spoke on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) of the Czech Republic. He expressed the strong support of the MFA as well as that personally of Deputy Minister, Mr. Rudolf Jindrak. Mr. Jindrak was appointed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs - Mr. Zaoralek - to assist ESLI in organising an international conference on social welfare affairs for victims of Nazism. ESLI officially accepted the patronage of the MFA and is also expecting to receive patronage from other countries, including Israel, Romania, Germany, Latvia and Austria. 
The representative of the Israeli Government - Mr. Avi Weber - brought to the attention of the Initiative Group that the Israeli government is inclined to provide its patronage for the international and hopes that ESLI will be able to secure patronage of several other governments as well. The Israeli government is also considering providing financial assistance in the sum of fifty thousand Euros (€50000) to help facilitate the organisation of the conference. Mr. Weber requested ELSI submit a detailed program description and proposed budget for the conference.          
The representative of the Romanian government - Mr. Gabriel Mareş - expressed the strong support of his government for this ESLI endeavour and promised to get back to ESLI regarding the position of his government on providing patronage for the conference. He also informed the Initiative Group that the Romanian Government may also consider financial support for the conference. The Romanian Government was approached by ESLI in November 2014 when the local law on social welfare for victims of Nazi persecution came into force, and since then it has been an active participant of the Initiative Group.  
Mr. Jiri Cistecky, representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic to ESLI reported on positive developments regarding the patronage of the Austrian Ministry for Social Affairs. 
Ms. Halyna Senyk, Executive Director of ESLI, informed the Initiative Group that she had contacted Mr. Kurt Wegscheidler from the Austrian Ministry of Social Affairs with a request for confirmation of the Austrian Government’s position. She also mentioned that the Chair of the Administrative Board of ESLI addressed the German Minister of Foreign Affairs with a request for their support for the conference, particularly as this event aims at helping people whose average age is above 87 years and that this is likely the last possibility to assist them. 
Mr. Matthias Heinz, Head of the Economic Section of the German Embassy in Prague, informed the Initiative Group that the position of the German Government is examining said request. 


Ms. Halyna Senyk reported that ESLI had also invited the Latvian Government to provide its patronage for the conference as the incumbent holder of the Presidency for the Council of the European Union for the first six months of 2015. This request is currently under consideration and ESLI expects to hear from the Latvian Government at the beginning of 2015. ESLI is also attempting to involve key providers of  non-governmental social welfare to victims of Nazism, such as EVZ Stifftung and the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, both of which have agreed to contact ESLI by the end of 2014. We are awaiting their response.

Coordinating governmental efforts on the provision of patronage requires more time than was initially estimated. In addition, the collection of data from governments on social welfare currently available for victims of Nazism has been time-consuming and, therefore, it has been decided to postpone the conference until May 2015. Deputy Minister of the Czech MFA – Mr. Rudolf Jindrak - has been appointed by Minister Zaoralek to coordinate preparations for the conference on behalf of the MFA, and will be joining the Initiative Group starting from early February 2015.
Agenda:  The agenda for the conference is still being developed as governmental patronage is not yet finalised. ESLI will prepare a preliminary agenda and disseminate it to all relevant parties for review. If there are any special requests, ESLI will take these into consideration when finalising the agenda.  
Date and Venue: The conference has been postponed until May 2015 and ESLI will finalise an exact date by the first week of January. Invitations will be distributed as soon as dates are finalised.
 The next meeting of the Initiative Group will take place on February 10, 2015 at Cernin Palace, Prague.
