Summary

Meeting of the Initiative Group

on Organization of the International Conference  on

Social Welfare for Holocaust Survivors and Other Victims of Nazi Persecution

21 October 2014

Present:

1) Jana Kernerova – Political Advisor, Embassy of the United States of America in Prague

2) Felix Kolmer – Advisor to the Chair of the Administrative Board, European Shoah Legacy Institute

3) Jiri Cistecky – representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

4) Anezka Nekovarova – Event Manager, European Shoah Legacy Institute

5) Halyna Senyk – Executive Director, European Shoah Legacy Institute

6) Petra Mohylova – Embassy of Israel, Prague

7) Agata Jankovska, Advisor to the Minsiter of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic

Potential outcomes: The members of the Initiative Group discussed the proposed outcomes for the conference and came to the conclusion that the conference does not have the aim of seeking new sources of revenue to address the needs of victims of Nazism, nor does it encourage any revision of such previous arrangements, and therefore efforts shall be focused on optimizing existing financing, including the revision of taxation of social welfare provided by governmental and non-governmental providers of social welfare for victims of Nazi persecution, promotion of the best practices in the field and encouragement of building non-governmental networks to support victims of Nazism. Furthermore, in some countries, the issue of social welfare will need to be addressed at the legislative level first. The members of the Initiative Group agreed upon the following modified outcomes for the international conference:

1) National programs of professional training for caregivers - cultural awareness, in-home care, sensitivity to psycho-emotional reactions to traumatic triggers;

2) Creating volunteer networks to provide care to Holocaust survivors and other victims of Nazi persecution;

3) Allocation of funds within national budgets to improve in-home care, increase pensions, and support NGO initiatives in this field;

4) Bilateral agreements with regards to providing social welfare to Holocaust survivors and other victims of Nazi persecution living outside of their country of origin; and
5) Revision of taxation of assistance provided to victims of Nazism.

The Deputy Chief of Mission of the German Embassy in Prague, Dr. Robert Klinke, made some reservations to the above outcomes, consisting of the following:

1) There is a critical need to involve United States and Israeli governmental and non-governmental care-takers’ and request their opinion and  experience on providing social welfare. The conference should focus on sharing best practices.
2) The German Government does not feel comfortable encouraging other governments to pay for historical mistakes made by Germany. The German Government has been cooperating intensively with the Jewish Claims Conference and it already allocates a significant amount of money to provide social welfare to victims of Nazism. The German Government would therefore like to avoid any revision of existing bilateral and multilateral agreements.              

3) The EU legislation currently in force already covers the important issue of providing social welfare to Holocaust survivors and other victims of Nazi persecution living outside of their country of origin and therefore the conference should focus on enforcement of this issue. 
Participants: The Initiative Group agreed that it is crucial to include representatives of both governmental and non-governmental organizations that are providing care and support to victims of Nazism at the conference. Furthermore, Mr. Felix Kolmer expressed his opinion on the importance of getting political prisoners involved as a means to encourage governments to support the international conference on social welfare for victims of Nazism. Ms. Halyna Senyk made a comment about the importance of gathering civil society support for the conference from respective countries as a means to address governments and facilitate intergovernmental cooperation in organizing the international conference.
Structure of the Panels: Mr. Felix Kolmer mentioned that there is a need to discuss the issues of social welfare with a special focus on the situation in Eastern and Western Europe as well as outside  Europe, because it differs tremendously. This idea was supported by all participants. Ms. Senyk mentioned that the database on social welfare for victims of Nazism will help to address this difference and will provide us with the baseline research for this subject in all 47 countries that endorsed the Terezin Declaration. 
Government sponsorship: The Initiative Group agreed to seek political patronage for the conference from at least four countries - Germany, Austria, Israel and the Czech Republic. The issue of government sponsorship will be discussed at G-2-G meeting between Israel and Czech Republic and will also be discussed at the meeting between ESLI Executive Director, Ms Senyk, and the representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic - Mr. Jiri Cistecky - in Austria in November. Separately, Ms. Senyk will also have meetings with representatives of the German government, the EVZ Stiftung, and the Jewish Claims Conference coordinator for Europe in Berlin in November. ESLI will be sending letters requesting official sponsorship to all the aforementioned governments. 
The members of the Initiative Group agreed to meet again on November 11 and 18 at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. Between these meetings, the Executive Director of ESLI will hold a conference call with Special Envoys for Holocaust Issues to update them on the progress been made on the International Conference on Social Welfare for Victims of Nazism.
